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type” (p. 80). At other points great stress is placed upon the obvious: 
"Skull fractures. Skull fractures may be caused by falls or blows” (p. 82). 
“Hereditary. Hereditary causes involve deficiencies of sperm, ovum, or 
chromosomes. Such factors are more common than generally believed” (p. 
79). At no point is the treatment sufficiently detailed to provide a respect- 
able background of fact and theory for problems of speech and their 
therapy. The anatomical illustrations are as good as this reviewer ever has 
seen. The book hardly seems adequate, however, either as a reference for 
advanced students or as a text for beginners. 
University of Chicago JosEPH M. WEPMAN 


Comments and Cases on Human Relations. By F. K. BERRIEN. New 
York, Harper & Brothers, 1951. Pp. 500. 

The first section of this book presents a condensed theoretical account 
of various phenomena of interpersonal and group relations and of the 
processes of attitudinal change. Berrien does a good job of illustrating and 
analyzing interpersonal communication, social perception, stereotyped 
thinking, social motivation, group standards, the dynamics of attitudinal 
modification, and the impact of the larger social structure on the develop- 
ment of the individual. The theory is eclectic and concrete rather than sys- 
tematic and abstract, and the reader is provided with frequent summaries 
of what has been presented. The treatment is brief at many points, how- 
ever, and the instructor who uses this book as a text may feel the need 
of supplementary reading assignments. 

The second section—a unique feature—presents a carefully selected 
series of 28 case-studies. The first cases deal with relatively simple in- 
stances of individual behavior which focus on pefsonality-dynamics. The 
cases become increasingly complex in the extent to which they involve 
interpersonal and situational forces, the behavior of groups, and the impact 
of the larger society. Description is vivid and the range of problems 
covered is wide. Unfortunately, however, most of the cases are briefly 
treated—so briefly, perhaps, as to be provocative of discussion without 
supplying some of the data required for diagnostic thinking. 

An appendix for the instructor is primarily concerned with the tech- 
nique of leading the discussions which play an important part in the “case 
method” of teaching. Berrien’s observations are helpful and not dogmatic. 
It is clear that he has given considerable thought to these problems. 

University of Michigan RONALD LipPITT 
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